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2010 World Expo will be held in China's eastern city of
Shanghai from 1st May, 2010 to 31st October, 2010 with the
theme “Better City, Better Life”. It will be the first city in a
developing country to host such a world event. Together with
the Beijing Olympics, the expo will mark China’s emergence as
one of the 21st century’s major political economic powers.

It is predicted that the local and overseas visitors will be
reached to 70 million, mainly from China, despite the current
gloomy world economy.

The six-month expo scheduled for 2010 will cost about 38
billion yuan (US$4.59 billion) to pull down old buildings and
construct the new venue. It will have an apparent effect to pull
the export-oriented economy of Shanghai-centered Yangtze
River Delta. In terms of utilisation, 58% is earmarked for land
acquisition of existing industrial and residential property, and
42% for consutruction of facilities.

Opportunities for both domestic and overseas companies

Business opportunities are the most evident benefits of
hosting a World Expo. In its history, the impact of World

Expo on the host’s economy usually lasts four years after the
event. It is serve as a bridge to long-term economic and trade
cooperation among countries.
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— Huge Expo, Huge Opportunity
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Professional services in technological innovation and
information technology application, convention and exhibition,
finance, tourism, hotel investment and management etc will
bring both domestic and overseas companies great business
opportunities.

Technological Innovation. Technical innovation is the soul of
the World Expo, most of the projects like city planning and
construction, urban safety and modern transportation etc
have to be backed by the technologies.

Convention and Exhibition. The hosting of large-scaled and
high quality conventions and exhibitions will promote one
city’s fame and the economy. Currently, a sector to benefit
from the Expo is convention and exhibition in Shanghai, where
the quality is in need of upgrading. For Chinese companies,

to cooperate with the world’s first-class foreign enterprises
will offer a good opportunity for them to accumulate
international related experiences. Another sector to benefit
from the Expo is project construction and management. As for
housing construction, two million sqgm of exhibition halls and
supporting facilities will be built inside the Expo Park. With a
lot of experts who are experienced in managing such projects
in the mainland, Hong Kong companies should be able to
benefit in terms of design, construction and operation of
infrastructure projects like Expo Village, Expo Park, etc. Hong
Kong, as compared with overseas company, is also benefit in
terms of languages and cultural communication.



2010 Shanghai World Expo (Cont.)

Financial Services. Estimated to cost over

38 billion yuan (US$4.59 billion) in direct
investment, the Expo is more than a huge
exhibition. Hong Kong, Asia’s financial centre,
generates business opportunities as the 2008
Beijing Olympics in terms of handle Expo’s
financial projects.

Tourism. According to government estimated
targets, the Expo will attract more than

200 participating countries, regions and
organisations. For flights between overseas and
Shanghai with a stopover in Hong Kong, Hong
Kong thereby may generate demand for those
tourists and related services in the SAR.

Hotel investment and management. The
substantial influx of tourists into Shanghai will
certainly translate into huge demand for hotel
rooms. Hence, comprehensive supporting
services are required to accelerate the
development of Shanghai’s tourism industries
as well as hotel service industry. In light of the
business opportunities presented by the World
Expo, many international industry players,
which already have a presence in Shanghai, are
planning for massive expansion. Meanwhile,
the domestic budget hotels are also vying for

a piece of the Shanghai market. Meanwhile,
publicity and promotion require high-quality
advertising and public relations.

Others. In terms of marketing and brand
development, the licensing of the Expo
emblem, logo and mascot also offers a wealth
of business opportunities for domestic and
overseas enterprises. Equally opportunities
also lie in the logistics sector as the predicted
participation of over 200 countries and
organisations. Shanghai’s current transportation
capacity, delivery of exhibits and other modern
logistics services are facing unprecedented
challenges and opportunities.

Hong Kong enjoys a rich advantage in these
areas given the early market access under CEPA
with mainland. Hong Kong is also the largest
pool for foreign capital in Shanghai. Due to its
thorough understanding of the Shanghai market
and first mover advantage, Hong Kong has
higher chances of success in the Expo. There

is no doubt the Shanghai will present to the
world a successful, splendid and unforgettable
exposition. PKF
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